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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) curates over 10 million artifacts, but I am still sur-
prised by the unique artifacts that are in our collections. When our staff visited the Doepkens family farm in 2024
to evaluate the Middle Plantation (18AN46) collection, I saw stunning fragments of amber glass with light blue marbling
(Figure 1). I was immediately intrigued. Upon returning to the Lab and investigating our type collections, I discovered
that kind of glass was not represented. While we do have a fragment of black glass with a white trailed pattern from the
Angelica Knoll (18CV60) collection, the design is not the same nor is the color of the glass (Maryland Archaeological Con-
servation Laboratory, 2002).
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the case in archaeology, we may never know definitively the sort of vessel these
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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